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THE AMERICAN LEGION
POST 9 WINONA

WINDJAMMER

COMMANDER’S MESSAGE

Windjammer
March/April 2024

Greetings to all. It looks like winter is on the way out and spring is in
the air. Who am | fooling. This is Minnesota after all. It turns out that
after a lot of discussion we are going to be ending the Bargo. We gave
Charles Turben it a good try but it seems the interest just was not there. | guess we
Commander will have to go back to the drawing board. After a comment from one of
our younger members | have been giving a lot of thought about where
our post is headed. He said that he has noticed that when he comes into the club that it's the
same people sitting in the same chairs all the time.He then asked me what it will look like in
there in 15 years.| realized that | was included in that observation. | also read what a com-
mander from a different post said about this same thing. He said that the way to show our ap-
preciation for the past is by looking forward to the next generation. Is this the kind of post that
our new veterans want to bring their families and friends to hang out and share stories about
their service? A lot to think about. In April we will be adding a propane fire pit under the pergo-
la for everyone to enjoy thanks to a generous donation from Jerry Koch. I'm sure it will be used
a great deal. Make sure to check your calendars for upcoming events . There is going to be a lot
of things happening at our post. Enjoy them all.
Charles Turben, Post 9, Commander



BAR REPORT
From your Post 9 Facilities Manager

AMERICAN LEGION POST 9
BAR REPORT

MARCH/APRIL 2024

Trisha Schneider
Facilities Manager

I hope everyone is enjoying the mild winter we have had!

Fish 1s back every Friday through lent with live music every Friday
night, so make sure you come out and enjoy a Friday evening at the
club!!!

We have a very busy few months ahead so please make sure you are
keeping an eye on the calendar at the club as it changes daily!!!

Due to low interest, we have decided to discontinue Bargo. We may
bring the 1dea back come this fall.

The bar will be closed March 31* for Easter.

Again, I hope everyone is enjoying the weather and we all hope to

Trish Schneider
Facilities Manager
American Legion Post 9
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The American Legion Post 9

AUXILIARY NEWS

Auxiliary News and Events

March/April 2024

Diane Cada
Auxiliary President

Hello Ladies,

Holidays behind us now we spring ahead, no complaints on the weather that is for sure

unless you're into ice fishing, skiing, snowmobiling, etc. you will just have to wait for next

year.

Our fundraising is in full swing during this Lenten season, with fish fry's every Friday now

thru March 29" / Good Friday.

The auxiliary is having a bake sale on March 29th, we need your delicious bake goods, snacks,
candies, etc., for our sale. In addition, if any body is into crafts would you Please consider donation
one or 2 or whatever for us to sell at the bake sale, plants always are a hit if you starts seed or plants
as a way to earn more money for our Veterans.

We are also having a Basket Raffle, they are needed by March 13" / 14th, so that we can start
selling chances on the 15, 22, 29" of March, winners will be drawn on the 29th, after the fish
fry. Mark your calendars for these events, we need you, and | Thank You from the bottom of my
heart for your generosity. Spread the word!!

Check your membership cards, they should read 2024, if not please pay your membership

we need you and new members, sign up a friend or family member. Cost is $40. / $10. junior.

If you have any ideas for fundraising or a food night let us know, we need new ideas and
workers, we will help you out to get started!!

| pray that all of you are safe, healthy, and warm as well as your family and loved ones.
Hugs, Kisses, Prayers to our Veterans, and active service members, Police, Firefighters, and
EMTS, etc., God bless you all and keep you safe. Sending Thanks for all you do.

Welcome Spring and Happy Easter,
Grateful for what | have,
Diane
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THE AMERICAN LEGION
POST 9

S.A.L. NEWS

SAL News and Events
April/March 2024

Hello Legion Family,

Greetings from your local SAL, hoping everyone is staying safe, and
healthy.
I want thank all who have patronized our Chicken-Q’s and Broasted
Chicken nights. We always look forward to seeing you at our events.
The next Broasted Chicken events will be held Thursday March 14™ and
Thursday April 11", Just a reminder the serving time ends at 6:30.
We are hoping to see an improvement in attendance as February was ex-
tremely light. Please come and help us make these events successful so we
can keep doing them.
The SAL will be supporting Pickwick Mill Incorporated by grilling chicken for a
Saturday March 9™ Chicken-Q. Please help support this cause by attending this

Greg Lemmer
SAL Squadron

event at the Legion.

The SAL Spring Chicken-Q will be held Saturday April 6th. We look forward to seeing you at our
annual spring event. Funds raised go to support donations the SAL makes throughout the year to var-
ious causes.

The next Taco Night and the associated Meat Raffle are back on April 26™. Come celebrate Cinco de
Mayo a few days early by joining us at the Legion. Sadly there will not be a taco night in March due to
Lent, so come and enjoy some Legion fish instead. The April date will be the last one until September
so please make an effort to support the Post by attending.

The SAL is sponsoring a Legion Family Children’s Easter Egg Hunt on Saturday March 30", Mark
your calendars and watch for details.

As always we have those great Lenten Fish Fry’s that you don’t want to miss. They are held every Fri-
day during Lent. Many of the customers state that the Legion has the best fish and onion rings in
town.

Remember by patronizing your Legion you are also supporting the Veterans, the Legion, and the Legion
Family members. Your Legion is something to be proud of.

Please take the time to thank a Veteran or active military member. They deserve our Thank You each and
every day. Please remember you have your freedoms and right to vote because of them.

The Sons of The American Legion (SAL) provides a unique opportunity for men with eligible military rela-
tives to honor their service, foster patriotism, and contribute to the Veterans, Legion family and commu-
nity welfare. It is also a chance to continue the legacy of service and camaraderie established by the
American Legion. The SAL is always looking for new members. Please ask the bartender or an SAL mem-
ber for an application.

In closing, | wish you all the best. God Bless our Troops past and present and God Bless America.
Respectfully Yours,

Greg Lemmer
SAL Squadron Commander



BURIAL DETAIL/COLOR GUARD REPORT

Color Guard Functions:

None

Funerals since 18 December 2023

Richard C. Behnke 27 December 2023
David J. Green 9 January 2024
Ronald L. Blank 13 January 2024

Edward L. Cada 25 January 2024




American Legion Riders

Post 9 Winona

Legion Family,

I hope everyone is doing well this winter. The weather has certainly been strange with the warm temperatures. It
feels a lot like Spring!!

The Legion Riders wish to extend a heart-felt THANK YOU to everyone who came to our Chili Feed. We truly
appreciate your support!

We will again be serving lunch for Bingo on the 4™ Wednesday. Upcoming dates are February 28", March 27",
and April 24™. Feel free to make suggestions as to what you would like us to serve. We will take them under con-
sideration.

Although it is not quite riding season, we will be having breakfast and dinner rides. We are going to try to frequent
other Veteran’s Clubs as much as possible. I will try to get information out as soon as possible!

As always, we are looking for new members!!! For those of you who are unfamiliar with the history of the Ameri-
can Legion Riders, I am including the following information:

In Garden City, Mich., in 1993, and Bill "Polka" Kaledas, Commander of American Legion Post 396, and Chuck "Tramp" Dare, shared
an idea to start a motorcycle enthusiasts association within the American Legion. The two longtime riders wanted an environment where
Legion family members could come together to share a common love for motorcycles. They wrote a letter to the Department of Michigan
Adjutant Hubert Hess, sharing their idea. Hess replied that he liked the concept and wanted to pursue it. Later, he gave Kaledas and Dare
instructions for managing the program at the Post level. He also explained how they could be approved to use the American Legion em-
blem, and how to gain support and recognition. At a regular meeting, Post 396 members passed a resolution for a new program to be
known as the "American Legion Riders."

Joined by 19 other founding members from their post, Kaledas and Dare were flooded with requests for information about their organiza-
tion. They agreed to establish a central source of information to ensure that Chapters formed not as motorcycle clubs or gangs, but as
Legionnaires, Auxiliary, and SAL members joining to ride as Legion family.

True to the Legion's grassroots tradition, each chapter manages its programs at the Post level, where the best ideas are born. The Riders
are part of many projects and events both locally and nationwide.

Currently, over 110,000 American Legion Riders meet in over 2,000 chapters in every domestic Department and in at least three foreign
countries. Riders in lowa have formed an honor guard called The Five Star Freedom Riders, and Riders in Mulvane, Kan., founded the
Patriot Guard to protect the sanctity of military funerals from protesters. Riders in all states have escorted military units returning home
from combat tours overseas. They have raised millions of dollars for countless local, state, and national charities. Riders conduct annual
Legacy Runs in direct support of American Legion scholarship programs.

If anyone is interested in becoming a member, please contact me at ¢.f.hemmelman@gmail.com or 507-313-4388.

Take care!
Celeste


mailto:c.f.hemmelman@gmail.com

Spring
Chicken-Q

Saturday, April 6, 2024
Winona Legion Club
302 East Sarnia

Serving 1l1am until Gone
**Pre-Sales held until 1pm**

1% Grilled Chicken, Baked Potato, Baked
Beans and Bloedow’s Roll all for just
$10.00
Tickets avallable at the bar or from any
SAL member.

Parking in WSU parking lot is allowed



Pickwick Mill
Chicken-Q
Fundraiser

Saturday March 9, 2024
Winona American Legion
302 East Sarnia

*Featuring the famous grilled chicken>*

1% Charcoal grilled chicken, baked potato,
baked beans and Bloedow’s roll
$12.00

Serving 11am until Gone
Pre-sold meals held until 1pm
Dine in or carry out

Tickets can be purchased,
-from Pickwick Mill board members
-at the Winona American Legion

-calling Brian at 507.961.0329

Proceeds go to the preservation and restoration of the historic Pickwick Mill and dam



Kentucky Derby Day!!!
Saturday May 4th 2024

Reliable sources are saying that there will be
a Kentucky Derby party on May 4th, 2024!!

With party dresses, crazy hats, food, prizes,
mint juleps and more!!!

Contact: Julie Haedtke






The next page:
Missing Local Boys

Is a collection of newspaper articles from
WW!II in regards to local Winona men missing
or killed in action.

| will be scanning this book page by page to
present a slide show on Memorial Day 2024.

Very interesting book and very sobering to
read.

Sam Sasser
Adjutant

American Legion Post 9









IN A CHANGING
WORLD, ONE
THING STAYS

THE SAME:

T—he Military B S 1hsl e 40N b between veterans who

. have served America, from
Experzence. the fields of Europe to the
jungles of Asia to the
deserts of the Middle East
and everywhere in between.

Wio Wkt NOT FAIL  those with whom we've
served,” was the promise
by generations of veterans.
Help us continue the legacy.

IO IN today’s American Legion -
bonded through service,
committed to the future.

Join us!!!

American Legion Post 9
302 East Sarnia Street
Winona, Minnesota 55987
Phone: 507-454-4281
americanlegionwinona.org
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AMERICAN LEGION POST 9 VETERAN'’S RELIEF FUND

The American Legion Post 9 Veterans Relief Fund was formed back in August of 2016.
The American Legion Post 9 was involved in a Gospel/Patriotic Concert that was
presented at the Central Lutheran Church. This concert was presented in four
consecutive days. The concert was the work of about 30-40 very dedicated individuals
who practiced once every week for about a year. The concert was a great success and
was so much fun just to listen to. The concert was no charge to those attending. At the
end of each performance the American Legion Burial Detail asked for donations. We
raised $12900.00 in donations after those four performances. We were amazed at how
appreciative the audience was. And the amount of donations we received.

These funds were to be used to help veterans. Thus the formation of the American
Legion Post 9 Veterans Relief Fund. All requests for donations are done through the
Winona County Veterans Service office. Tom and John, our Winona County Veterans
Service Officers, first qualify the person as a Veteran. And Tom and John then ascertain
that the request is a valid request.

The fund has provided assistance for electric, water and gas bills, water heaters, heating
and cooling equipment, rent, car repairs, property tax, phone bills, lodging, medical bills,
mobility products, food cards, and even assistance with funerals.

Once the requests are approved by the County Veterans Service Officers, the checks are
written and sent directly to the vendor. This fund is the most direct help to Veterans in
the County.

This fund has gone a long way in providing assistance to Winona County Veterans in
their time of need. These funds are available to all Winona County Veterans and
Veterans do not have to be a member of the American Legion to receive assistance.
Over the years we have provided about $37000.00 in assistance to 180 plus veterans.
We are always asking for assistance in keeping this fund going. Donations to the fund
can be made by writing your check to the American Legion Post 9 Veterans Relief Fund. |
would like to add that the fund has no administration costs. 100% of funds donated go
to help Winona County Veterans.

Your donation will be greatly appreciated by American Legion Post 9, and the Veterans
we serve.

Thank you for your consideration of our Veterans Relief Fund.
Respectfully presented.

Sam Sasser

American Legion Post 9 Adjutant















ORMANIHE

LEON J. WETZEL POST #9
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10:00 A.M, Program at High School Auditorium, Post to
furnish speaker, colors and color bearers.

10:30 A,M.)

11:00 A.M.) Radio program sponsored by Post---K.W.N.O.

12:00 NOON Lunch at Winona Hotel--0ld Rip's Tavern -~ for
Legionnaires only.

1:30 P.M. Form in line with Muniecipal Band to march to
Football game between T-C and St. Mary's. At
the football game we will have flag ceremeny.

LUNCH TIC ETS ARE 50¢ AND ARE ON SALE AT CLARK & CLARK IN-
SURANCE COMANY OFFICE, AT THE BLUE BLAZER AND BY THE FOL-

LOWING INDIVIDUALS: L. Se. BELVILLE: FETE HENRY: TED MOYLE:
H. Ds CORY: ERNIZ @ﬁﬂﬁHOLGMAE: Hgﬂgﬁﬁ.abéﬁﬁ_ﬁND}@AXzBﬁMGﬁfK.
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Johnson will
LOTS OF ATTENDANCE

Reverend Rus=zell K,

us on a seasonable sub ject.
HOT LUNCH AND REFRESHMENTS.
Ray. H. Hervey, Commander.

PRIZES AND:---~-some business.
We've got a Legion cap that was found at the Blue

Blager Armistice Day.
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American Legion Post 9

302 East Sarnia Street

Winona, Minnesota  55987

Phone:  507-454-4281
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