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COMMANDER’S MESSAGE

WINDJAMMER
MAY/JUNE
2023

Lets start off with an old Polish saying: “Nothing too GOOD or
too BAD lasts too LONG”.

With that in mind, as of the next Post m eeting in May, my term /
terms as your Commander will come to an end. Trust me these
past years ( 2003 thru 2011 then 2018 thru 2023) have been by far
the best, and most productive years of my life. [ have been very,
very proud to have held this position. Now it's time for a new Commander to take over.
At the last post meeting in April, Chuck Turben was nominated as your next Post #9
Commander. Please give him all the respect that you have given me all these years.
“Nothing too good lasts too long”. I thank all of you from the bottom of my heart
for your long time support.

You may have noticed the work on the new pergola on the patio has started. The next
step is staining and applying the roof slats. There will be a lot of staining to be done. If
you can find some time in the next week, come on down. Three of your Post / Auxiliary
members have donated funding for this project. I thank you Gerry Koch, Tim Reed and
Bonnie Swenson. Our goal is to make your Post and its' surroundings as pleasing as pos-
sible. Thank you goes out to the individuals who assisted me in the construction, Rusty
Gibbons, Ric Banicki, and Tim Reed. I could not have done it without your help.

In closing, for the last time, THANK YOU ALL for the wonderful years you let me
serve as your Commander!

Jeff Brokaw
Commander

BE A MEMBER, STAY A MEMBER, BE PROUD OF YOUR AMERICAN LE-
GION

Jeff Brokaw,
Soon to be, Past Commander



BAR REPORT
From your Post 9 Facilities Manager

AMERICAN LEGION POST 9
BAR REPORT
MAY/JUNE 2023

Hello spring and summer!!! I hope everyone is doing well and enjoying the weather!! How can it be
May and June already?!

In April we put together a legion bus trip that we went to four different legions. It was a huge success
Trisha Schneider and was so much fun! I want to thank everyone who made the trip, and we will be planning another trip
eqe,. come this fall. We are going to try and stay in Minnesota this time. In April we went to Holmen, Ona-
FaCIhtleS Mallager laska, Lacrosse, and Houston American Legions. So, keep In mind for this fall if this would be some-
thing you would be interested in. I will have a sign up like I did this last one.

Looking forward the hall is pretty booked so there will be a lot of events happening at the legion. Shakespeare is also arriving in May!
We always have a warm welcome for them and grateful for them to come in during the summer.

I would like to send out a friendly reminder that we DO NOT want outside food coming into the bar and using bar supplies for your
things. The supplies bought for the bar are for the bar products. For example, the paper boats are for the popcorn that is donated to the
club. Please respect the business aspect of supplies.

May brings Mother’s Day and I would like to say Happy Mother’s Day to all of the wonderful mothers!

June brings Father’s Day and I would like to say Happy Father’s Day to all the wonderful fathers!!!

Please refer to the calendar at the legion for updates and changes to the calendar as we all know it changes daily.

If you haven’t noticed yet the pergola has been started and will be ready to go for our warmer weather!!! A huge thanks to the special

ones that have donated for this project to come together!! Also a huge thank you to those putting in the blood sweat and tears to get all
completed!!!!

Have a wonderful spring and summer!!!!

Trish Schneider
Facilities Manager
American Legion Post 9
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AUXILIARY NEWS

Auxiliary News and Events
May/June 2023

Diane Cada
Auxiliary President

You will see a flyer / poster about the auxiliary's next fundraiser, if you have

any question or concern's, Please call, message, or text Julie 458-8724.

Helpers are needed to set up, sell on that day, both the sale and food.

We need wire hangers to hang the clothes to display , and clothes rack to hang

the items on.

I want to "Thank You", for the baked goods and the nice baskets that you donated
for our Lenten season fundraiser, we could NOT do it without you!! Give yourself
a big pat on the back, and not to forget anyone to those who purchased the sell
items.

Wishing you a "Happy Mother's Day" "Happy Father's Day"

Fly your flag high on "Flag Day"

Keep our Veterans, Troops, Law Enforcment, Firefighters, and emergency personal
in your thoughts and prayers. This also goes out to our farmers for a great season
ahead.

God Bless America,

Diane i} R O
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S.A.L. NEWS

Hello Legion Family,

Greetings from your local SAL, hoping everyone is staying safe, healthy
and dry. It has been quite the introduction to spring.

Armed Forces Day on May 20™ is a very important day in the United
States. It is a day dedicated to paying tribute to men and women who cur-
Greg Lemmer rently serve in all branches the United States' armed forces.
SAL Squadron

Equally important is Memorial Day on May 29" a day on which those who died
in active military service are remembered.

Please remember these important dates, and honor those who served or are currently serving.

Fish Fry, Basket Night, Broasted Chicken and Taco Night have all ended for the summer. That being
the case I want to take this time to thank all the wonderful food prep staff, kitchen staff, servers, and
cashiers for all the time volunteered to ensure we are able to hold these wonderful events. Thanks of
course to all the wonderful customers at all these events.

Happy Mother’s Day to all Mothers on May 14™.

Be sure to review the calendar in your Windjammer and the board at the Legion for upcoming events.
Remember by patronizing your Legion you are also supporting the Veterans, the Legion, and the Legion
Family members. Your Legion is something to be proud of.

Please take the time to thank a Veteran or active military member. They deserve our Thank You each
and every day. Please remember you have your freedoms and right to vote because of them.

In closing | wish you all the best. God Bless our Troops past and present and God Bless America.
Respectfully Yours,

Greg Lemmer
SAL Squadron Commander



BURIAL DETAIL/COLOR GUARD REPORT

Color Guard Functions:

None

Funerals since 22 February 2023

Michael T. Corcoran 12 March 2023
Daniel G. Mertes 18 March 2023
James E. Graham 17 March 2023
Richard H. Otto 11 April 2023
Leonard R. Spaag 13 April 2023
Ward S. Anderson 22 April 2023

John G. Lorenz 23 April 2023







Congratulations to Trisha 1111111 American Legion Post 9 won
First Place in the Bloody Mary competition at the Redmen’s
Club.

We always knew American Legion Post 9 had a damn good



2023 MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND WORK SCHEDULE
Wednesday May 24t Put out flags at area cemeteries.

Tuesday May 25" Put out flags at Woodlawn Cemetery. 8:00AM
This is a lot of walking!!!

Friday May 26 Layout strings for crosses at Lake Winona. 8:00AM
Put out crosses at Lake Winona (if we can)
Alternate day for crosses would be Saturday.

Sunday May 28t Burial Detail fires at area cemeteries.
Leave Post at 1:30pm.
Lunch on return for Burial Detail members and all

Monday May 29" Memorial Day Program at Veteran’s Memorial Park
at 10:30AM. We need help bringing the wreaths and
sound system to the Park.

Also will need help bringing these items back to the
Post!

Tuesday May 30 Take down crosses at Lake Park at 8:00AM.
Also flags must be removed from Woodlawn and
area cemeteries.

These schedules are dependent on weather. For any information, contact
Sam Sasser or Jeff Brokaw. Please volunteer for any help and assistance you can
give us!!!!



Legion Auxiliary Hall (Garage) Sale —
Rain or Shine

Saturday, June 3", 8AM - 2PM

Drop off gently used clothes, shoes,
purses, Kitchen ware, knick knacks,
jewelry, baby items, board games, craft
supplies, etc. on Thursday, June 1 from
5-7, or Friday, June 2" from 5-7. We
will NOT accept any Electronics, Large
appliances, bedding or Furniture.

Hot dogs will be available for purchase.



Team #5, daClub, is the team representing

American Legion Post 9! Cheer them on!!!



Island City Ride for Vets

Saturday July 22, 2023
Post #9 American Legion
302 E Sarnia St., Winona, MN 55987

9 A.M. Registration - $20 per rider & $10 per passenger
10 A.M. Kickstands Up!

ALL STREET LEGAL VEHICLES ARE WELCOME!

Enjoy a hundred-mile ride through the countryside,
returning to a "Pulled Pork" Lunch and Raffle Brawing!

Cash Raffle tickets, $5.00 each may be
purchased up until the time of the drawing.
Prizes are: 15t - §500,
2m & 371 . §250, 4** & 5t - $§100.

All proceeds are donated to various
veteran, children, and community causes
throughout the year. We greatly Winona ALR
appreciate your support. Email for Challenge Coins
questions: vernh@1-cs.com or check our are available for
Facebook page, “Winona ALR.” $10 each!




American Legion Post 9

On April 15th, American Legion Post 9 sponsored a bus trip to several area American Legion

Posts.
A good time was had by all!!!!

Another bus trip is being planned in the fall. Watch for details coming up!!!



Pictured here are two American Legion Post 9 members. Lefty
Lee and Jerry Koch. Two American Legion Post 9 members who
have served their country. We need to thank them for their

service. And we need to realize that our freedom should not be
taken for granted. Both of these men served in combat and
have Purple Heart Awards. Next time you meet them....thank
them for their service and sacrifice.

Sam Sasser

Adjutant American Legion Post 9



The pergola is being constructed!!!

A special thank you to the crew building the
Pergola!!! Crew members: Jeff Brokaw,
Ric Banicki, Tim Reed and Rusty Gibbons.

Jeff and Ric are pictured on the job!!






The military made you a leader.

Use your skills to help us ensure a
strong national defense, care for veterans, mentor youth and foster patriotism.

Join us. Let’s serve America together.

If you are in the military, you’re a veteran

17 . eligible to join The American Legion.
Lour Prllars of Service Learn more and JOIN TODAY at:

THE AMERICAN LEGION & www.legion.org
since 1919










This picture is of the American Le-
gion Burial Detail taken about, | be-
lieve, 1992. There are 18 members

plus a bugler. Names of these indi-
viduals are on the next page.

Sam Sasser

Adjutant American Legion Post 9






An interesting note regarding Wind-
jammer preparation in about 1992.

Sam Sasser

American Legion Post 9 Adjutant



Yes, still true today. United we stand. Divided we fail. We
must support our United States of Americal!!l! And we must
maintain the ideals and integrity and loyalty that has made
this country the greatest country in the world. We must be
united. Sam Sasser

Adjutant American Legion Post 9



IN A CHANGING
WORLD, ONE
THING STAYS

THE SAME:

T—he Military B S 1hsl e 40N b between veterans who

. have served America, from
Experzence. the fields of Europe to the
jungles of Asia to the
deserts of the Middle East
and everywhere in between.

Wio Wkt NOT FAIL  those with whom we've
served,” was the promise
by generations of veterans.
Help us continue the legacy.

IO IN today’s American Legion -
bonded through service,
committed to the future.

Join us!!!

American Legion Post 9
302 East Sarnia Street
Winona, Minnesota 55987
Phone: 507-454-4281
americanlegionwinona.org
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AMERICAN LEGION POST 9 VETERAN’S RELIEF FUND

The American Legion Post 9 Veterans Relief Fund was formed back in August of
2016. The American Legion Post 9 was involved in a Gospel/Patriotic Concert that
was presented at the Central Lutheran Church. This concert was presented in
four consecutive days. The concert was the work of about 30-40 very dedicated
individuals who practiced once every week for about a year. The concert was a
great success and was so much fun just to listen to. The concert was no charge to
those attending. At the end of each performance the American Legion Burial
Detail asked for donations. We raised $12900.00 in donations after those four
performances. We were amazed at how appreciative the audience was. And the
amount of donations we received.

These funds were to be used to help veterans. Thus the formation of the
American Legion Post 9 Veterans Relief Fund. All requests for donations are done
through the Winona County Veterans Service office. Tom and John, our Winona
County Veterans Service Officers, first qualify the person as a Veteran. And Tom
and John then ascertain that the request is a valid request.

The fund has provided assistance for electric, water and gas bills, water heaters,
heating and cooling equipment, rent, car repairs, property tax, phone bills,
lodging, medical bills, mobility products, food cards, and even assistance with
funerals.

Once the requests are approved by the County Veterans Service Officers, the
checks are written and sent directly to the vendor. This fund is the most direct
help to Veterans in the County.



AMERICAN LEGION POST 9 VETERAN’S RELIEF FUND

PAGE 2

This fund has gone a long way in providing assistance to Winona County Veterans
in their time of need. These funds are available to all Winona County Veterans
and Veterans do not have to be a member of the American Legion to receive
assistance. Over the years we have provided about $37000.00 in assistance to
180 plus veterans.

We are always asking for assistance in keeping this fund going. Donations to the
fund can be made by writing your check to the American Legion Post 9 Veterans
Relief Fund. | would like to add that the fund has no administration costs. 100%
of funds donated go to help Winona County Veterans.

Your donation will be greatly appreciated by American Legion Post 9, and the
Veterans we serve.

Thank you for your consideration of our Veterans Relief Fund.

Respectfully presented.

Sam Sasser

American Legion Post 9 Adjutant
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